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OUTLOOK
Short term outlook
▪

Current US-Iran tensions have led to an observable increase in US threat reporting in recent weeks suggesting
the possibility of attacks against US interests in Iraq. In response, the US Embassy announced a decision to
withdraw non-essential diplomatic staff from the country and a number of diplomatic missions to increase their
security posture in Baghdad. A rocket attack targeting the International Zone on May 19 was most likely carried
out by a rogue militia faction with ties to Iran and is consistent with standing patterns of Shia militia activity in
Baghdad and the southern region at times of heightened political tensions. Rocket attacks against the IZ are
not unprecedented however the threat of further attacks from Iran-aligned militia elements, including kidnap
and rocket attacks, is assessed as credible in the event of further escalation.

▪

On the morning on May 23, the US State Department Overseas Security Advisory Council (OSAC) issued an
alert stating that ‘as of mid-May 2019, U.S. citizens in Baghdad, Basrah, Wasit, and Maysan Provinces, Iraq,
may be the targets of kidnapping operations. Additionally, employees of U.S.-owned security companies
headquarters in these areas could also be targets.’ In light of known threat indications and tensions between
US and Iran, the current situation should be monitored closely, and commercial operations should be conducted
with heightened vigilance.

▪

Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the
northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues. The suicide vest attack in
Sadr City on May 09 also underlines the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent
to escalate operations, however, absent a significant escalation in IS activity, the attack is not assessed to
change the security situation in the capital, but a heightened security posture can be expected for the remainder
of Eid al-Fitr. As always, religious and cultural sensitivities will also increase during the period.

▪

According to General Mohammed Hamid al-Bayati, personal secretary to Prime Minister Mahdi, the 24 hour
opening of the International Zone (IZ) that started from the beginning of Eid al-Fitr on June 04 will now be
permanent. The move is seen as part of an attempt by the government to head off criticism that security is
starting to deteriorate in the country, amidst reports of increased attacks in northern Iraq and fires in rural
farmlands. Regardless, the move marks an important moment that symbolises the increased stability that has
been felt in the capital over the last two years.

Medium to long term outlook
▪

Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS
operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk. Attacks will continue to target
security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security
forces.

▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an
insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets,
the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and
along the Hamrin Mountains.
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
International Zone to be open permanently
According to General Mohammed Hamid al-Bayati, personal secretary to Prime Minister Mahdi, the 24 hour
opening of the International Zone (IZ) that started from the beginning of Eid al-Fitr on Jun 04 will now be permanent.
The move is seen as part of an attempt by the government to head off criticism that security is starting to deteriorate
in the country, amidst reports of increased attacks in northern Iraq and fires in rural farmlands. Regardless, the
move marks an important moment that symbolises the increased stability that has been felt in the capital over the
last two years.

Mahdi to submit names for remaining ministry portfolios
Hussein Saeed Arab, minister from the Reconstruction Alliance, stated that Prime Minister Mahdi would submit
names for the vacant ministries after the period of Eid al Fitr. He went on to say that Abdel Mahdi will submit the
names with or without nominations from the political blocs and would choose candidates with a character suitable
to perform the required duties

IS claims fresh arson attacks targeting farms in Iraq
Widespread arson attacks on agricultural land have continued throughout northern Iraq with IS urging its followers
to start more fires this week. The new call to torch land came in the latest issue of IS's weekly newspaper al-Naba,
which was published on May 30 via IS's channels on the messaging app Telegram. The newspaper explained
that IS only attacks "apostates" who join the opponents of the jihadists, denying that IS targets civilian Muslims or
their land.
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OVERVIEW
Political
Mahdi to submit names for remaining ministry portfolios
Hussein Saeed Arab, minister from the Reconstruction Alliance, stated that Prime Minister Mahdi would submit
names for the vacant ministries after the period of Eid al Fitr. He went on to say that Abdel Mahdi will submit the
names with or without nominations from the political blocs and would choose candidates with a character suitable
to perform the required duties.
Minister of Electricity discusses future of Iranian electricity sanctions waiver
Luay al Khatteeb, Iraqi Minister of Electricity, has given an interview to press in which he discussed the continuation
of exemptions from the US to allow Iraq to continue to buy electricity from Iran. He stated that there has been no
change in the way that Iraq has been receiving energy products from Iran and said that discussions with the US
have put the Iraqi case forward, in that electricity imports will be required for approximately six months, but gas
importation will be required for up to three years, when Iraqi gas production is expected to have improved..
Khatteeb said that the US and International community understand the priorities of Iraq and the differences
compared to other countries regarding the economic and humanitarian impact on the country. He also stated that
the maintenance plan that he instigated throughout the country has seen substantial rises in the amount of
electricity, and that Iran currently offers the best opportunity for Iraq to import the surplus energy required.
Dawa Party Intends to Merge Victory Coalition and State of Law for Upcoming Provincial Elections
Ali al-Adeeb, a senior member of the Islamic Dawa Party, announced the intent of the party to merge the Victory
Coalition and the State of Law Coalition under one banner to contest the upcoming provincial elections. Adeeb
said in a press conference that the unifying of the parties seeks to unify political views and end the deadlock which
has occurred since the formation of the Iraqi Federal Government, with respect to a number of key positions.
Iran says US Secretary of State’s offer of talks contains hidden agenda
Following an apparent olive branch offering of talks “without preconditions” to Iran on Jun 02 by Mike Pompeo, the
US Secretary of State, Iranian FM spokesman Abbas Mousavi stated on Jun 03 that the suggestion amounted to
mere “word play”. Mousavi was alluding to the fact that following the offer, Pompeo had qualified it by saying that
Iran would first need to behave “like a normal nation” first. Indeed, Iran's President Hassan Rouhani presented
the offer of talks as a sign of Iran's strength. Rouhani also said it was for the US to return to the negotiating table
and resume compliance with the 2015 JCPOA nuclear deal. However, Rouhani suggested Iran may be willing to
hold talks if the United States showed its ‘respect’ but would not be "bullied" into negotiations with Washington.
Ammar al-Hakim backs Iran against US sanctions
A senior Iraqi politician has criticised the US' unilateral sanctions against Tehran, pledging to stand in solidarity
with Baghdad's Shiite neighbour. Sayed Ammar al-Hakim, the National Wisdom Movement leader, has
condemned the US' unilateral sanctions, stressing: "Let me be clear, we would not remain silent or neutral in face
of pressures and sanctions by America". He turned to Iraq's national interests, adding that "the basis of our national
and independent policies has to be the national interest of Iraq; we have our own interests and national security
to contend with". He then warned against "the dangerous consequences of any possible clashes in the region"
and urged Iraqi leaders to mediate between Tehran and Washington.

Security
International Zone to be open permanently
According to General Mohammed Hamid al-Bayati, personal secretary to Prime Minister Mahdi, the 24 hour
opening of the International Zone (IZ) that started from the beginning of Eid al-Fitr on Jun 04 will now be permanent.
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Extra security measures since the IZ’s initial opening have included additional checkpoints as well as a heightened
security presence around the IZ, including additional ISF presence at key roads and junctions. The international
community has publicly supported Iraq’s decision as a sovereign country to proceed with the plans, however
international observers and foreign government officials have expressed some reservations about the opening,
citing security concerns. Notably, the US Embassy issued a generic security alert in December last year when
the IZ was initially opened, stating it has initiated “security protocols similar to those used throughout Baghdad
during the IZ’s open hours.” Directions were to “keep a low profile, be aware of surroundings and use caution
while transiting the IZ”. Currently, GardaWorld’s Standard Operating Procedures and security measures remain
the same, however we will continue to monitor the situation and adjust accordingly’
IS claims fresh arson attacks targeting farms in Iraq
IS has continued to urge its followers to launch arson attacks on farmland as it claimed it was behind new fires in
Iraq and Syria. The new call to torch land came in the latest issue of IS's weekly newspaper al-Naba, which was
published on May 30 via IS's channels on the messaging app Telegram. The newspaper explained that IS only
attacks "apostates" who join the opponents of the jihadists, denying that IS targets civilian Muslims or their land.
IS has made similar incitements to burn agriculture lands in the previous edition of al-Naba, which was issued on
May 23. On page nine, an article in al-Naba boasted that IS militants are "counting the produce of their harvest
for the second week in a row in Iraq and Syria". In various parts of Iraq, al-Naba said IS militants set fire to eight
farms between 21 and 26 May. The IS publication said militants targeted a farm in Khadirah, in Jazirat al-Sharqat,
in Dijlah (Tigris) on May 24. A further 50,000 square metres of agricultural land was "burned down", on the same
day, near al-Buairan village in al-Hadar district in Dijlah, according to al-Naba. On the previous day, IS militants
purportedly torched another farm in Hadithah, in the western province of al-Anbar, which reportedly belonged to
an Iraqi official called Mandul al-Jughaifi. On May 26, IS claimed two arson attacks, one near Talul Dhiyab and
the other in al-Tariqiya village, in the northern Kirkuk province. Al-Naba then highlighted a similar attack on May
23 on a farm in al-Radwaniyah, southwest of the capital Baghdad, that was said to belong to a security official
named as Shakir al-Karkaz. IS claimed another farm attack on May 21 in Deli Abas district in the eastern Diyala
province, according to al-Naba. Three days later and in the same province, the jihadist group claimed a fire at the
farm of an "apostate" in al-Mekhaisa village in the area of al-Waqf. Al-Naba concluded its claims for arson attacks
on farms in Iraq with an undated attack in al-Tahwila village in al-Khalis district in Diyala.
PMU leaders warn over increase in IS attacks
Several key figures warned about the presence of IS in Iraq following the recent increase in insurgent attacks in
the country. During his Eid message, the Deputy Chairman of the Popular Mobilisation Units’ (PMU) council, Abu
Mahdi al-Muhandis, has called on the PMU to be wary of renewed terrorist attacks in the country, especially during
the holiday season. Additionally, the leader of Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq, Qais al-Khazali, said that the recent security
developments in Iraq are a warning about the threat of the IS in the country. He added that the IS still maintains a
presence in many recently liberated areas, and that IS militants are particularly active in Tarmiyah, north of
Baghdad, where a recent attack took place against Iraqi forces.
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT
Countrywide Military/Security Situation
Northern Provinces

An overall increase in IS-related activity was noted in the northern region over the week in terms of incidents,
which is possibly related to the commencement of Eid al Fitr on Jun 05. In addition, the widespread arson attacks
against agricultural land throughout northern Iraq has continued unabated. In early May 2019, it was reported that
agricultural areas of central and northern Iraq had started to be set ablaze, allegedly by remaining pockets of
fighters from Islamic State. The motive was said to have been punishment of farmers who refused to pay protection
money to the terrorist organization. In late May, the al-Naba newsletter, produced by IS, published an article on
this tactic. The article began with: “Roll up your sleeves and begin the harvest: God bless your harvest. Soldiers
of the Caliphate burn the farms of the apostates in Iraq and al-Sham, IS warns of a ‘hot summer’.” It provided a
number of claims of attacks on farms and farmlands in Iraq and Syria, providing names of towns in Diyala, Nineveh
province and in Salah-al-Din, including Shirqat and Haditha, as well as smaller villages in the Abbassi district in
Hawijah, south of Kirkuk. It also claimed responsibility for attacks on firefighters, which resulted in the killing and
wounding of a number of them. Attacks on electricity generators and tractors were also claimed.
However, there is also evidence that in the no-man’s land between Kurdish positions near Makhmour and federallycontrolled Hamrin, IS members have been torching crops to force farmers to pay them taxes. In Diyala
governorate, similar tactics were used against Kurdish-populated villages. According to Kurdish farmers, this is
Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld
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also an attempt to drive them off their lands, as there have been a number of attacks targeting Kurdish farms in
disputed areas near Tuz Khurmatu in Salah-al-Din province and near Khanaqin in Diyala province — these came
without warning or demand for ransom. Similar incidents have also been reported south of the Mosul lake in
Nineveh governorate. Eventually, the Iraqi government was forced to respond, providing differing statements, and
initially denying the link between IS and the crop fires, saying it was practice by farmers to fertilize the soil, only
to state the next day that they would investigate the fires and prosecute those responsible.
Meanwhile, in the Kurdistan region, the Turkish offensive against PPK militants has continued this week. A
Peshmerga Commander stated that Turkish troops had penetrated 30 kilometres into Iraqi territory during the
ongoing operation. Lt. Col. Dilshad Zebari of the Peshmerga stated that the areas of Sidekan, Soran, Hakurk,
Benkurd, and the Qandil mountains, in addition to the outskirts of Amedi and Zakho have witnessed several Turkish
air and ground operations over the past few days. The operations have involved a number of helicopters and
fighter jets and were accompanied by artillery shelling, according to Zebari. It was also reported that three members
of the Peshmerga were injured in a Turkish airstrike on Jun 05. Press stated that Turkish warplanes attacked the
village of Mira Rash in the Sheikh Zada area in Bradost, northeast of Erbil. The Peshmerga members had
attempted to extinguish a fire caused by the Turkish strikes, when they were caught in a secondary attack. The
three are members of Unit 80 of the Peshmerga, affiliated with the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP). It was also
reported that a Yazidi boy was shot dead by the Turkish army in Rabanga village in Zakho on the night of Jun 04.
Finally, as in other parts of northern Iraq, Kurdistan has also suffered from the outbreak of arson attacks against
agricultural land. In Dohuk province’s Simmel area, approximately 50-80 dunams of farmland were reportedly on
fire on the night of June 05 according to press. It was not clear how the fires were started although this mirrors
the current situation with agricultural fires ongoing throughout northern Iraq.
Widespread arson attacks have been noted in Nineveh this week. Three members of the Civil Defence Force
were reportedly wounded, and their vehicle damaged when a legacy IED detonated while attempting to contain a
fire broke out in an agricultural land near the village of Um al-Shaba bit in Sinjar district on Jun 05. It was further
reported that teams of firefighters from Erbil received a request from the Mosul Governor to aid in extinguishing
fires burning wheat and barley near Qayyarah in southern Nineveh, also on Jun 05. PMU forces discovered a
home-made IED on Jun 07 in Tal Afar district that was reportedly to be used to start an agricultural fire and in Tal
Afar it was reported that civil defence teams successfully extinguished a number of fires that had been deliberately
started in Jaddo village and other areas south of the town. Also on the night of Jun 05, 80 dunams of farmland
was alight in the villages of Paraniyan and Garasour in Makhmour district, although farmers and firefighters are
said to have successfully controlled this blaze. In terms of IS attacks, the period has remained relatively muted on Jun 05 a civilian was killed when a roadside IED detonated in Tal Afar District, and on Jun 04 the PMU’s 30th
Bde (Shabak) seized a vehicle-borne IED (Chinese-made Deer pickup truck, non-registered, red colour) and
arrested its driver during a raid on a house in the Gogjali district in eastern Mosul – a limited premature detonation
occurred but the device was subsequently control detonated without incident. A total of 12 IS suspects were also
arrested by ISF this week.
In Kirkuk province, hostilities remained largely confined to the southwestern areas around Hawijah district with
multiple low-level IED and SAF attacks targeting ISF during the week. Notably four members of the PMU’s 56th
Bde were wounded and two farmers were killed in an IED detonation near the village of al-Asriyah in Hawijah
district on Jun 05. The 56th Bde is also known as Liwa Hashd Shuhada’ Kirkuk and is one of the main Sunni PMU
groups operating in Hawijah and is led by Hussein Ali Najm al-Jabouri. Separately, belated reporting stated that
a Coalition airstrike near the Makhmour Mountains killed two IS members on Jun 02 and on the morning of June
05, the PMU’s 22nd (Badr) Bde thwarted an IS attack in the al-Rashad sub-district of Hawijah. Belated reporting
also stated that on Jun 03, two ISF members were wounded when a roadside IED detonated in Multaqa Sub
district. It was also reported that the Anti-Terrorism Directorate in Kirkuk announced the arrest of a cell that was
planning to carry out terrorist operations in three provinces of Iraq. The Directorate said in a statement that the
"command of the second special operations of the Mosul, Kirkuk, and Salah-al-Din forces was able to arrest three
elements planning to carry out terrorist operations aimed at the security and stability of citizens", adding that this
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was an intelligence-led operation. (NFDK). Separately, ISF arrested two suspects in connection with the multiple
IED detonations that targeted commercial premises and civilian gatherings on the night of May 30 in southern and
central Kirkuk city which resulted in six people killed and eighteen wounded.
In Kirkuk, as in the other northern provinces, reporting on the burning of agricultural land in Kirkuk province
continues with press stating that farmers are still battling two huge fires in the Pirde (Altun Kupri) area north of
Kirkuk. Locals stated that the fire has destroyed more than 400 dunams of farmland. (One dunam equals 2,500
square-meters in Iraq). Related, on Jun 05, two farmers were wounded when a road-side IED detonated against
their vehicle near the village of Alo Mahmud in Dibis district, north of Kirkuk. The farmers were attempting to
extinguish a fire that had consumed 35 dunams of wheat crop.
In Salah-al-Din, an increase in security incidents was noted in Tuz Khurmatu over the reporting period. Belated
reporting stated that on the afternoon of June 02, an IED exploded between the villages of Qaranaz and Bustamli
in Tuz Khurmatu district, .killing two farmers and injuring a third. The two farmers were reportedly harvesting crops
when they died, with Tuz Khurmatu police Chief Amid Hussein quoted as saying the deceased were Shiite
Turkomans and residents of Qaranaz village. In addition, a civilian was reportedly killed in an IED strike against
his vehicle at an unspecified location in the Tuz Khurmatu area and several gunmen fired rounds at civilians in the
Amrli Sub district of Tuz Khurmatu, killing a teacher. Finally, an IED and a hand grenade detonated in the vicinity
of ISF on Jun 04, also in Amrli Subdistrict, causing material damage only. A combined force of ISF and PMU
reportedly intercepted and safely dismantle a VBIED and arrested its driver as he attempted to drive the vehicle
into the town of Dujail on Jun 03.
No significant changes were noted in Diyala province where activity levels remain relatively high and concentrated
in the usual areas, including Diyala River Valley and areas further north. For example, three civilians including a
father and son were reportedly killed in a SAF attack staged by unidentified gunmen near the village of Abu
Khanazir in Abu Saida sub-district, 25 km north east of Baqubah and an ISF member was reportedly wounded in
an IED detonation near the village of al-Jaizani in al-Abbarah sub-district, north east of Baqubah. On Jun 02 three
civilians were wounded after a roadside IED detonated in Bahraz Subdistrict and four low-yield IEDs reportedly
detonated in the Adhim Sub district of Khalis without causing injuries, however a civilian was wounded when a
separate roadside IED detonated in the Mayah area of Muqdadiyah.
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Anbar Province

A marked uptick in IS attacks was noted this week, although a number of them were successfully thwarted by the
security forces. Two ISF members were wounded when a roadside IED detonated in the Raood area of Hit on
May 29 and an ISF colonel and seven IS militants were killed and three soldiers wounded during fierce clashes in
the Hussainiyat region, north east of Rutbah on Jun 02. In response, a US-led coalition airstrike killed four IS
militants in the area the following day. Two IS militants were also reportedly killed in an ambush laid by the ISF in
the desert areas of Rahhaliyah region in Anbar near the provincial boundary of Karbala. In addition, two female
IS suicide bombers were reportedly killed in a contact with the ISF following a failed infiltration attempt into the alAbar area, west of Ameriyat al-Fallujah sub-district and an IS militant wearing an explosive vest was also killed in
the Makhazin area of Qaim district, with a second insurgent, reportedly riding a bomb-laden motorcycle, arrested
in an agricultural area north of Rummanah sub-district. Several unidentified armed men carrying light and medium
calibre weapons attacked a security checkpoint in the Houran Valley region in the al-Baghdadi sub-district of Hit,
resulting in two ISF members wounded on Jun 05. In addition, ISF-backed Sunni tribesmen supported by US-led
coalition warplanes killed seven IS militants, including the emir of IS in the Al-Jazirah district, Abdullah al-Farhan
and six of his assistants in an airstrike in Hit district, and destroyed one shelter in an operation in the Ga'al Valley
within al-Dulab region of al-Baghdadi sub-district, near Lake Tharthar. 3 x IS militants were also killed and three
motorcycles and one shelter destroyed in a US-led coalition airstrike south of Akkas gas field in Qaim district.

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld

[11]
garda.com

Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report
08 June 2019
Capital Region (Including Baghdad City)

Activity in Baghdad City conformed to long- standing patterns of violence and as such characterised by lowlevel attacks in areas typically characterised by high levels of violence. Accordingly, minor SAF attacks were
recorded throughout the week in the districts of West Rashid, New Baghdad and Adhamiyah. As usual, these
incidents caused low levels of casualties and were characteristic of local disputes, criminality and personal
disputes rather than terrorism or political violence. Two hand grenade detonations were also recorded this
week, in Sadr City and Karadah districts respectively, likely related to criminality or family / tribal disputes.
No significant changes were noted in terms of protest activity this week, with minor gatherings reported in
central Baghdad. Approximately 200 employees of the Ministry of Health demonstrated near the Ministry of
Finance in the Wazariyah area of Rusafah district demanding the payment of late wages and approximately
350 former MOI and MOD employees continued their long-running demonstration at Tahrir Square demanding
to be rehired. Around 50 civilians have also continued to hold a demonstration in the Salahiya area of Karkh
district, demanding jobs. All these gatherings were peaceful and caused no movement disruptions.
The security situation in the provincial areas remains relatively stable, although four ISF members were killed
in a shooting in Tarmiyah, 15 miles north of Baghdad on Jun 04. IS militants reportedly killed six members of
the ISF in the attack. The militants had planted an IED that targeted an Iraqi Army patrol, which prompted
other army officers to be deployed to the area to investigate who was responsible, where they were eventually
ambushed by militants from a nearby orchard. A civilian was also killed, and three others wounded in another
SAF attack in Tarmiyah on Jun 07.
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Southern Provinces

Babel province has continued to see limited insurgent activity this week with the PMU’s 47th Bde (Kata'ib Hizballah
(KH) / Saraya al-Difaa al-Shaabi) reportedly thwarted a large-scale IS attack into the Ruweiyyah area of Jurf AlSakhar sub-district on Jun 04. Quantities of cached munitions were seized, and one IS shelter was destroyed in
a subsequent search operation launched in the western region of Jurf al-Sakhar. In addition, on Jun 06, a Kata'ib
Hizballah PMU member was wounded when an IED detonated in the Jurff al-Nasir area of the province.
In Dhi Qar, a source in the Rafidain Operations Command stated that a road-side low-yield IED detonated against
an Iraqi PSC (Basra based) convoy whilst transiting a dirt road close to Route Tampa South at an unspecified
location south of Nasiriyah, without causing casualties or damage. Several local news outlets claimed that the
destination was on the highway itself. The incident is thought to be related to a spat between two separate local
PSCs as a verbal altercation was reported between the two four days ago. The Incident is currently under
investigation and no report of arrests have been received so far.
In Karbala, dozens of protesters have appeared on the streets criticising the government for the limited supply of
electricity. According to the protesters, they have been given a limit of 6-12 hours of electricity per day - an amount
which is considerably lower than the demand for electricity. Additionally, protesters complained about the
government’s new pricing of generators, which have made them unaffordable for many Iraqis. Despite claims by
the Minister of Electricity, Luay al-Khateeb, that electricity generation is higher than last year, it is clear that issues
remain with the distribution of electricity to different households in the country. With the summer months beginning,
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there are fears that if electricity supply does not see considerable improvements, protests are likely to grow in
number, similar to last year. This would put a considerable amount of pressure on the Iraqi Government, which is
already alienating its political allies. In the short to medium term these issues are likely to drive further civil action
– some of the events could end in violence as tempers and alliances are tested.
Finally, in Basra province, at the beginning of this reporting period an increase in IED and Hand Grenade activity
was recorded, with two hand grenade incidents recorded within Basra city on the night of Jun 02 – one targeted a
café near the Oil Training Centre in the Hay al Zahriya district (the café targeted because of un-Islamic behaviour
during Ramadan which included the playing of loud music), and another targeted a private dwelling – belonging to
a government employee in what local sources claim, was a work ethics dispute. On Jun 03, the Dawa party offices
in the city were targeted with a number of low-yield IEDs (home-made grenades). At least one is known to have
detonated and four more were defused by EOD and was likely a politically motivated attack conducted by Sadrist
supporters fearful of losing influence in the political environment to Fatah.
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ACRONYM LIST
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest
AKA - Also Known As
AO - Area of Operations
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED
AQ - Al-Qaeda
AT - Anti-Tank
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED
BBIED - Body Borne IED
Bde - Brigade
Bn - Battalion
BXP - Border Crossing Point
CET - Convoy Escort Team
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens
CoP - Chief of Police
CP - Check Point
C-PERS - Captured Personnel
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems)
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack
DBS - Drive by Shooting
Div - Division
DoD - Department of Defense
DoS - Department of State
DoS - US Department of State
ECP - Entry Control Point
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad)
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War
FoM - Freedom of Movement
GoI - Government of Iraq
HCN - Host Country National
HG - Hand Grenade
HME - Home Made Explosive
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun
HVT - High Value Target
IC - International Community
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars)
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission
IED - Improvised Explosive Device
IM - International Military
IOC - International Oil Company
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher
IS - Islamic State
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point
IVO - In Vicinity Of
IZ - International Zone
KIA - Killed in Action
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED)
MIA - Missing in Action
MoD - Ministry of Defense
MoF - Ministry of Finance
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education
MoI - Ministry of Interior
MoJ - Ministry of Justice
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MoO - Ministry of Oil
MoT - Ministry of Transportation
MSR - Main Supply Route
NFDK - No Further Details Known
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity)
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report
OCG - Organized Crime Group
OPF - Oil Protection Force
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN
Term)
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF)
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF)
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire
PSC - Private Security Company
PSD - Private Security Detail
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade
RTA - Road Traffic Accident
SAF - Small Arms Fire
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE
SF - Special Forces
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest
TCN - Third Country National
TCP - Traffic Control Point
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint
WIA - Wounded in Action
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and
our clients in their decision-making.
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily,
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for,
manage, and respond to risks.
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972)
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com

GARDAWORLD
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions.
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives,
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their
business.
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com
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Middle East
International Protective Services Headquarters
Office 2502, Tower 2, Currency House
DIFC, PO Box 482069
Dubai, United Arab Emirates
United States
1101 Wilson Boulevard
Suite 1725
Arlington, VA, 22209
United States
UK
5th Floor
1, London Bridge
London
SE1 9BG
Europe
37-39 rue des Deux Eglises
1000 Brussels
Belgium
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